
  
               
       

2026 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
JAIME ARNETT 

ATUL DESHMANE 
EDDY URY 

 
 

PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 
of Whatcom County 

Agenda for the Regular Meeting of June 09, 2026 
8:15 AM at the PUD Office  

(In-Person, Zoom, & Teleconference) 
 

1. Call to Order | Pledge of Allegiance  
2. Approval of Agenda (2 minutes) 
3. Consent Agenda (5 minutes) 

a) Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of May 26, 2026 
b) Approval of Claims for June 9, 2026 

4. Public Comment (10 minutes – Individual speakers: 3 minutes) 
5. General Manager Report (20 minutes) 
6. Operations Report (10 minutes) 
7. Old Business (20 minutes) 

a) Broadband Update  
b) Adjudication Update 
c) Geothermal Update 
d) New Customer Update 

8. New Business (10 Minutes) 
a)   Approve Award RW-33 Meter Relocation Contract to Len Honcoop Gravel and  

Authorize the General Manager to Execute the Agreement  
9.  Commissioner Reports (10 minutes) 

a) Upcoming Per Diem Requests 
Commissioner Arnett: None as of publication 
Commissioner Ury: None as of publication 
Commissioner Deshmane: None as of publication 

10. Public Comment (10 minutes– Individual speakers: 3 minutes) 
11. Executive Session - None 
12. Adjourn (9:45 AM Approximate) 
 
Notice:  
All Commissioners will participate either In-Person, via Zoom/internet or teleconference. 
The public meeting can be accessed; 
By internet: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82503171437 

Note: if attending via zoom we would appreciate your full name for the commission record 
though it is not required. 
 
Or telephone:  Dial 1 (253) 215 8782 or 1 (253) 205 0468   
Webinar ID:   825 0317 1437 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F82503171437&data=05%7C02%7Cjosephshay%40pudwhatcom.org%7C81732e2906de4c8c9ada08dec0205147%7C7af8e24cb17b42c8b4c9d581f34ef730%7C0%7C0%7C639159442209947965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yHSZkCKI7J9ZgTmD0i9qQV3HPILJpwQJFuNOFMSDNr0%3D&reserved=0
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Next Commission Meetings  
June 10, 2026 |2:30 p.m.| Special Meeting 
June 23, 2026 |8:15 a.m.| Regular Meeting 

Meetings to be held at the District Office  
1705 Trigg Road, Ferndale, WA 98248 

or other location announced 
Contact: Tony Hardenbrook, General Manager (360) 384-4288 x 119 

info@pudwhatcom.org 
www.pudwhatcom.org 



Public Utility District No. 1 of Whatcom County
Commission Meeting Attendance Sheet

Platform:! Hybrid In Person ZoomMay 26, 2026Date of Meeting:

Start Time: \Q‘. 67. AA^\ P\tAAdj ourn:

if applicableAdjourn to Executive Session

In Attendance:

Initial Please:

Atul Deshmane, Commissioner

Jaime Arnett, Commissioner

ifkL. Eddy Ury, Commissioner
Peter Ruffatto, Legal Counsel

Chris Heimgartner, General Manager

Aaron Peterson, IT/SCADA Technician

Andrew Entrikin, Director - Broadband and Power Supply

Annette Smith, Finance Director

Devin Crabtree, Chief Water Operator

Garrett Love-Smith, Engineering Manager

Jacob Wittmer, Automation Technician

j/.^Jon Littlefield, Electric System Supervisor
Joe McKenna, Project Manager

Joseph Shay, Clerk of the Board / Records

Kurt Wank, Assistant General Manager

^.yVVv Lisa Moeller, Director - HR & Communications
Mike Macomber, IT/SCADA Technician

^Paul Siegmund, Automation & Technology Manager
Rebecca Schlotterback, Contracts & Regulatory Compliance Manager

Stephanie Hooper, Accountant I

As.

'S'

Also in Attendance:

Name/OrganizationName/Organization

●®Vx.Oi



Name (original name) Join time Leave time Duration (minutes) Guest Recording disclaimer response In waiting room
Mike M. | Whatcom PUD - IT 5/26/2026 8:07 5/26/2026 10:52 166 No OK No
Joseph Shay 5/26/2026 8:07 5/26/2026 10:52 166 No No Response No
Whatcom PUD 5/26/2026 8:07 5/26/2026 10:52 165 No No Response No
Rebecca Schlotterback 5/26/2026 8:10 5/26/2026 8:13 4 Yes No Response No
garrettl 5/26/2026 8:10 5/26/2026 10:52 162 Yes No Response No
Rebecca Schlotterback 5/26/2026 8:10 5/26/2026 10:12 122 No No Response No
Andrew Entrikin 5/26/2026 8:10 5/26/2026 10:52 162 No No Response No
Kurt Wank, Whatcom PUD 5/26/2026 8:11 5/26/2026 8:12 2 Yes No Response No
Todd Lagestee 5/26/2026 8:11 5/26/2026 9:38 87 Yes No Response No
Dave Olson 5/26/2026 8:12 5/26/2026 10:52 161 Yes No Response No
Tony Hardenbrook 5/26/2026 8:12 5/26/2026 8:54 43 Yes No Response No
Kurt Wank, Whatcom PUD 5/26/2026 8:12 5/26/2026 10:52 160 Yes No Response No
guest 5/26/2026 8:13 5/26/2026 10:52 160 Yes No Response No
Nash El-Badawi 5/26/2026 8:14 5/26/2026 8:55 41 Yes No Response No
stephanieh 5/26/2026 8:14 5/26/2026 10:52 159 Yes No Response No
Michael Miller 5/26/2026 8:15 5/26/2026 10:52 158 Yes No Response No
Annette Smith - Whatcom 5/26/2026 8:17 5/26/2026 10:52 155 No No Response No
Jon Littlefield 5/26/2026 8:35 5/26/2026 10:52 138 Yes No Response No
Tony Hardenbrook 5/26/2026 9:04 5/26/2026 10:52 108 Yes No Response No
Todd Lagestee 5/26/2026 9:54 5/26/2026 9:55 1 Yes No Response No
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MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING OF THE COMMISSION  

May 26, 2026 
 

1. Call to Order | Pledge of Allegiance: 
The meeting of the Board of Commissioners (“Commission”) of Public Utility District No. 1 of 
Whatcom County (“PUD”) was called to order at 8:15 AM by Commissioner Eddy Ury. Said 
meeting was open to the public and notice thereof had been given as required by law.  
 
Those present at the meeting included:  
 

COMMISSION AND STAFF 
 

Atul Deshmane Commissioner 
Jaime Arnett Commissioner 
Eddy Ury Commissioner 
Peter Ruffatto General Counsel, CSD Attorneys at Law 
Chris Heimgartner General Manager 
Andrew Entrikin Director of Broadband and Power Supply 
Annette Smith Finance Director 
Garrett Love-Smith Engineering Manager 
Jon Littlefield Electric System Supervisor 
Joseph Shay Clerk to the Board / Records 
Kurt Wank Assistant General Manager 
Lisa Moeller Director – HR & Communications 
Mike Macomber IT/SCADA Technician 
Rebecca Schlotterback Contracts and Regulatory Compliance Manager 
Stephanie Hooper Accountant 1 

 
    
VISITORS 

 
Dave Olson Citizen 
Robin Dexter Citizen 
Tony Hardenbrook Succeeding General Manager 
Todd Lagestee Citizen 
Nash El-Badawi BP 
Michael Miller Citizen 
 
 

2. Approval of Agenda:  
ACTION: 
Commissioner Arnett made a motion to approve the agenda. Commissioner Deshmane 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

3. Approval of Consent Agenda:   . 
a) Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Commission Meeting of May 12, 2026, and 

Approval of the Claims of May 26, 2026:  
Commissioner Arnett made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Commissioner Deshmane 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Claims of May 26, 2026: 
AQUATECH WELL DRILLING & PUMPING                    5,398.30  
BONNEVILLE POWER ADMINISTRATION                                1,083,530.00  
CARLSON STEEL WORKS, INC                                              1,601.93  
CHMELIK SITKIN & DAVIS                                              26,066.15  
COMCAST                                                                  330.32  
COMPRESSORS NORTHWEST (AIRWARE INC)                        255.35  
CRABTREE, DEVIN                         97.54  
DLT SOLUTIONS, LLC                    1,464.18  
ESCAPE VELOCITY HOLDING INC DBA TRACE3                    1,740.80  
EUROFINS ENVIRONMENT TESTING                         26.00  
FASTENAL                                                                 200.49  
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FERNDALE ACE HARDWARE                                                    441.27  
FERNDALE AUTO PARTS                         41.62  
GATEWAY CONTROLS                  65,516.10  
GRAY MATTER SYSTEMS, LLC                    7,800.00  
HARDWARE SALES, INC  .                                                 1,430.04  
INDUSTRIAL SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS                  31,306.55  
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE                                            28,684.33  
LITHTEX NW LLC                       112.07  
MASSMUTUAL RETIREMENT SVCS LLC                  16,010.00  
NEL/SON DISTRIBUTING DBA NELSON-REISNER                    1,306.84  
NORTH COAST ELECTRIC COMPANY                                          3,982.08  
PACIFIC FACILITY SOLUTIONS INC                    2,975.08  
PACIFIC SURVEY & ENGINEERING                                          5,210.00  
PAYLOCITY                       578.05  
PAYROLL                                                           299,167.94  
PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL FINANCIAL SERVICES LLC                       201.92  
PLATT ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO                                                 737.37  
PUBLIC UTILITY RISK MANAGEMENT SERVICES                               4,166.52  
PUGET SOUND ENERGY, INC                                               8,610.17  
ROGERS MACHINERY COMPANY INC                                             700.85  
SOUND DRILLING LLC                  51,040.59  
STAR RENTALS                    1,708.88  
TOTH AND ASSOCIATES, INC                    6,462.50  
ULINE, INC.                       290.76  
URY, EDWARD                       359.26  
US BANK             1,720,840.18  
WA FEDERAL VISA CARD MEMBER SERVICES                  17,899.80  
WA ST DEPT OF REVENUE - EXCISE TAX                                             123,127.71  
WASHINGTON ALARM, INC.                       215.36  
WESTERN CONFERENCE OF TEAMSTERS                                     10,678.50  
WESTERN MECHANICAL & CONTROLS                    1,798.98  
GRAND TOTAL  $      3,534,112.38  

 
4. Public Comment:  

None 
 

5. General Manager’s Report: 
Chris Heimgartner, General Manager thanked the Commissioners and the PUD customers he 
has worked with over the last four years. This was Mr. Heimgartner’s last commission meeting 
as General Manager. 
 

6. Operations Report: 
Kurt Wank, Assistant General Manager reported on the neighborhood meeting that was held 
regarding the Plant 1 rebuild. Mr. Wank noted that land owners in the area who would be most 
impacted by the rebuild were invited to the meeting. Mr. Wank also noted there are divers on 
site doing a routine inspection of the Plant 2 intake facility. 
 

7. Old Business: 
a) Broadband Update – Andrew Entrikin, Director of Broadband and Power Supply, reported 
that staff is working to finalize closeout documents for the Point Roberts/WSBO grant. He also 
noted a draft interlocal agreement developed by the Lummi Nation has been circulating among 
the Lummi Nation, the Port, and the PUD. Staff is coordinating with the Lummi Nation to assist 
in defining roles and responsibilities. The purpose of the interlocal agreement is to support 
future countywide broadband efforts. 
 
b) Adjudication Update – Peter Ruffatto, Legal Council had nothing new to report on the 
ongoing adjudication. 
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c) Geothermal Update – Andrew Entrikin, Director of Broadband and Power Supply, briefed the 
Commission on the recent draft environmental assessment (DEA) of areas around Mt. Baker 
and how the assessment will impact the geothermal project. Mr. Entrikin noted the DEA creates 
areas on and around Mt. Baker where ground disturbing activity will not be permitted. The areas 
designated by the DEA as non-ground disturbing are the same areas the PUD was planning to 
bid to lease for the geothermal project. With ground disturbing activity not allowed in those 
areas it makes bidding on them unfeasible as the geothermal project inherently requires ground 
disturbing activity. The reasoning behind the change created by the draft DEA is not clear. The 
Commissioners gave staff permission to work with the Nooksack Tribe as the PUD’s partners on 
this project to determine what, if anything, can be done to move the project forward. 
 
d) New Customer Update – Chris Heimgartner, General Manager informed the Commission of 
the progress being made on the AltaGas substation. Mr. Heimgartner reported that Whatcom 
County had inquired as to the PUD’s ability to provide power to the proposed new County Jail. 
Mr. Heimgartner informed the County that the costs for the PUD to provide them power would 
be far higher than what PSE could provide due to the infrastructure needed to provide power. A 
thorough and lengthy discussion was had regarding potential new electrical customers to the 
PUD and the building of microgrids to serve them. The Commission also discussed at length the 
need for creating policy for new customers.  
 
Following this discussion Commission President Ury called an eight-minute recess beginning at 
9:37 AM. Commission President Ury resumed the meeting at 9:44 AM. 
 

8. New Business: 
   a. Lisa Moeller, Director of HR and Communications presented Policy No. 1405 “Controlling 
Energy: Lockout/Tagout” to the Commission. Mrs. Moeller briefed the commission on the policy 
update process that staff is currently undertaking and noted this policy is new.  This is part of an 
ongoing effort to update our policies for presentation to the Commission. Commissioner Arnett 
made a motion to approve Policy No. 1405. Commissioner Ury seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

9. Commission Reports/Per Diem Requests: 
Commissioner Arnett: No non-pre-approved per diem requests, Commissioner Arnett reported 
on her attendance at the WRIA 1 meeting. 
 
Commissioner Deshmane: No non-pre-approved per diem requests. Commissioner Deshmane 
reported he would like to organize the joint hosting of WPUDA next year with Skagit PUD. 
Discussion was had regarding what hosting jointly might look like. Commissioner Deshmane 
also requested that staff look into the ability to provide industrial water to the public. 
Commission and staff discussed this topic and it was noted the ability to provide the public 
industrial water is being looked into as part of the Plant 1 rebuild. Commissioner Deshmane 
reported on his attendance at the Nooksack Salmon Ceremony. 
 
Commissioner Ury: No non-pre-approved per diem requests. Commissioner Ury reported on his 
attendance at the Lummi Nation’s First Salmon Ceremony and his attendance at the Whatcom 
County Council meeting. A lengthy discussion was had between the Commissioners regarding 
new policies suggested by the County Council for the County’s comprehensive plan. 
 

10. Public Comment: 
None 
 

11. Executive Session: 
None. 

12. Adjourn: 

There being no further business Commissioner Ury adjourned the meeting at 10:52 AM 
 
 
        
Eddy Ury, President/Commissioner 
 
 
      ___  
Atul Deshmane, Vice President/Commissioner 
 
 
        
Jaime Arnett, Secretary/Commissioner 
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Commission Clerk Note:   
Video recordings of the Whatcom PUD Commission Meetings are available online at the 
following link on the PUD’s Website:  https://www.pudwhatcom.org/the-
commission/agenda-packets-meeting-minutes-recordings/ 



 

 
 
Memo 
To: Commissioners Arnett, Deshmane, and Ury  
From: Joseph McKenna – Project Manager 
Date: June 9, 2026 
Re: Award the RW-33 Meter Relocation project to Len Honcoop Gravel 

 
Requested Action – AWARD RW-33 METER RELOCATION CONTRACT TO LEN HONCOOP 
GRAVEL AND AUTHORIZE THE GENERAL MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT.   
 
Background – The water line serving the Petrogas facility connects to the District’s water main in the 
vicinity of the Intalco industrial water supply point of delivery. The District’s point of metering is located 
inside the fence at the Petrogas facility. There is no telemetry at the meter point and therefore water flows 
can’t be monitored in real time via the District’s SCADA system. This project involves the construction of 
a vault that contains a new water meter, valves, and telemetry near the Petrogas and District connection.  

 
On May 29, 2026 the District received and publicly read aloud three bids submitted for this project.    
  
The results are as follows: 
 

Contractor        Bid Total (w/o tax) 
Len Honcoop Gravel ………………………………………………… $432,200.00 
WRS ………………………………………………………………… $580,100.00 
Stremler Gravel ……………………………………………………… $683,510.00 

 
Staff recommends awarding a contract for RW-33 Meter Relocation to Len Honcoop Gravel. 
 
Fiscal Impact – The project is budgeted under CIP: RW-33.  
 
Recommended Action – AWARD RW-33 METER RELOCATION CONTRACT TO LEN HONCOOP 
GRAVEL AND AUTHORIZE THE GENERAL MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT.   
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