
MINUTES OF THE

MEETING OF THE COMMISSION

May 12, 2026

1. Call to Order | Pledge of Allegiance:
The meeting of the Board of Commissioners (“Commission”) of Public Utility District No. 1 of
Whatcom County (“PUD”) was called to order at 8:15 AM by Commissioner Eddy Ury. Said
meeting was open to the public and notice thereof had been given as required by law.

Those present at the meeting included;

COMMISSION AND STAFF

AtuI Deshmane

Jaime Arnett

Eddy Ury
Peter Ruffatto

Chris Heimgartner
Aaron Peterson

Andrew Entrikin

Garrett Love-Smith

Joseph Shay
Kurt Wank

Lisa Moeller

Rebecca Schlotterback

Stephanie Hooper
Katherine Brown

Commissioner

Commissioner

Commissioner

General Counsel, CSD Attorneys at Law

General Manager
IT/SCADA Tech

Director of Broadband and Power Supply

Engineering Manager
Clerk to the Board / Records

Assistant General Manager
Director - HR & Communications

Contracts and Regulatory Compliance Manager
Accountant 1

Water Operator

VISITORS

Dave Olson

Frank Imhof

Tony Hardenbrook

Citizen

Citizen

Succeeding General Manager

2. Approval of Agenda:
ACTION:

Commissioner Arnett made a motion to approve the agenda. Commissioner Deshmane
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

3. Approval of Consent Agenda:

a) Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Commission Meeting of April 28, 2026, and
Approval of the Claims of May 12, 2026:

Commissioner Arnett made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Commissioner Deshmane
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Claims of May 12, 2026:

INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY, INC 97.62

ASTOUND BUSINESS SOLUTIONS 555.85

AT&T MOBILITY 1,936.49

BARNHART CRANE AND RIGING LLC 4,105.10

70.90BEST TOOLS, INC

CARLSON STEEL WORKS, INC 152.66

CORNERSTONE MANAGEMENT, INC. 190.00

CULLIGAN NORTHWEST 215.52

ENTRIKIN, ANDREW 480.82

EXACT SCIENTIFIC SERVICES INC. 31.00

FASTENAL 390.55

FERNDALE ACE HARDWARE 79.06

FERNDALE CITY OF 317.33

FIRE PRO MONITORS 1,876.05

FIRST CHOICE HEALTH NETWORK INC 179.40
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FOSTER GARVEY PC 7,407.50

GRAY MATTER SYSTEMS, LLC 1,300.00

GUARDIAN SECURITY SYSTEMS, INC 4,245.75

HARDWARE SALES, INC . 271.33

HD FOWLER CO, INC 7,956.99

HDR ENGINEERING, INC.

HEIMGARTNER, CHRIS

HERITAGE ENGINEERING GROUP

14,300.21

1,913.88

40,810.00

HESS, DEVIN 201.05

HOOPER, STEPHANIE 48.58

NEL/SON DISTRIBUTING DBA NELSON-REISNER 1,771.92

NORTHWEST CASCADE, INC. 172.00

NORTHWEST FIBER DBA ZIPLY FIBER 882.61

PACIFIC UNDERWRITERS CORP INC 236.00

PLATT ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO 1,491.52

PRINCIPAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 801.63

PUD #1 OF WHATCOM COUNTY 7.36

PUGET SOUND ENERGY, INC 76,276.68

REGENCE BLUE SHIELD 54,506.39

RICOH USA FINANCIAL SVC 128.23

S&P GLOBAL PLATTS 3,811.26

SOUND WATER SERVICES 5,970.00

SOUTHERN STATES, LLC 4,463.96

SSC - SANITARY SERVICE COMPANY 723.39

STERICYCLE ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS 66.72

TEAMSTER LOCAL #231 890.00

UNITED WAY OF WHATCOM COUNTY 400.00

UTILITIES UNDERGROUND LOCATION 19.32

WA PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION 600.60

WA ST DEPT OF L&l BOILER 630.60

WASHINGTON DENTAL SERVICE 3,218.70

WASHINGTON TEAMSTERS WELFARE 16,720.00

WESTERN REFINERY SERVICES 118,934.40

WHATCOM FARMERS CO-OP 207.22

WHATCOM JANITORIAL 1,575.00

WHISTLE WORKWEAR 17.67

$ 383,656.82GRAND TOTAL >

4. Public Comment:

None

5. General Manager’s Report:
Chris Heimgartner, General Manager reported on his attendance at the recent PPC meeting.
Mr. Heimgartner noted the main topic of discussion at the PPC meeting was resource adequacy
issues. Mr. Heimgartner stated it is theorized that by 2030 the western side of the Cascade
Mountains will be experiencing rolling blackouts. Mr. Heimgartner and the Commissioners then
discussed the topics of new power generation and the potential sharing of power with Canada.

6. Operations Report:
Kurt Wank, Assistant General Manager reported Trans Mountain Pipeline will be doing training
exercises at the old BP Intake. Mr. Wank informed the Commission that sand trap valves at

Plant 2 are being replaced as two of them had failed. Lastly, Mr. Wank reported on work being
done to repair and upgrade the fiber optic line connections between the PUD’s industrial water
plants.
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7. Old Business:

a) Broadband Update - Andrew Entrikin, Director of Broadband and Power Supply reported
the State Broadband Office has officially terminated the Pt. Roberts project. Mr. Entrikin briefed
the Commission on his meeting with the Lummi Tribe and noted they are leading an effort to put
together an interlocal agreement between the PUD, the Lummi Tribe, and the Port. The
Commission engaged in a lengthy debriefing on the Pt. Roberts project. The Commission
requested staff to prepare a statement from the PUD on the closure of the Pt. Roberts project.

b) Adjudication Update - Peter Ruffatto, Legal Council gave an update noting the court and
advisory committee have agreed to a stay on filing of evidence and a stay of discovery. Mr.
Ruffatto also reported Governor Ferguson has announced a statewide initiative regarding water
supply that will include regional roundtables. Discussion was had amongst the Commission and
staff regarding the future roundtable meetings.

c) Geothermal Update - Chris Heimgartner, General Manager discussed potential dates for
the PUD / Nooksack Tribal Council joint meeting to discuss the next steps in the geothermal
project. The Commission decided to set the date for the joint meeting with the Nooksack Tribal
Council for May 18, 2026 from 3:30 PM to 5:30 PM at the PUD’s offices. The Commission
determined the meeting will consist of an overview of the project and an executive session to
discuss potential land leases with a possibility of action following the executive session.

d) New Customer Update - Chris Heimgartner, General Manager informed the Commission of
a pattern of calls he has been getting from data centers trying to find a place to establish and
get power service quickly. The Commission discussed scheduling some time to meet to discuss
establishing policy regarding future new service connections. The Commission had a discussion
about what details should be covered during the future policy discussion. The Commission
expect to have a special meeting at some point in early June. Kurt Wank, Assistant General
Manager presented an updated construction schedule for the new substation.

8. New Business:

None.

9. Commission Reports/Per Diem Requests:
Commissioner Arnett: No non-pre-approved per diem requests, Commissioner Arnett reported
she will be attending the upcoming WRIA 1 meeting.

Commissioner Deshmane: No non-pre-approved per diem requests. Commissioner Deshmane
reported on his attendance and discussions had at the recent WPUDA conference.
Commissioner Deshmane also reported on the EDI planning meeting he attended.

Commissioner Ury: No non-pre-approved per diem requests. Commissioner Ury reported on his
plans to attend the upcoming Whatcom Council of Governments meeting and the First Salmon
Ceremony. Commissioner Ury reported on the changes Whatcom County is making to their
comprehensive plan that could impact the PUD. The Commission discussed those potential
changes at length.

10. Public Comment:

Mr. Frank Imhof introduced himself and informed the Commission he has filed to run for PUD

Commissioner. Mr. Imhof also mentioned his concerns about the County’s changes to the
comprehensive plan.

11. Executive Session:

None.
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12. Adjourn:

There being no further business Commissioner Dry adjourned the meeting at 10:27 AM

/

Eddy Dry, Pre: it/Commis'sioner

a
AlIuTDeshm^ne. Vioe President/Commissioner

ILri/u r-J[
Arnett, Secretary/Commissioner

Commission Clerk Note:

Video reoordings of the Whatoom PUD Commission Meetings are available online at the

following link on the PUD’s Website: https://www.pudwhatcom.org/the-
commission/agenda-packets-meeting-minutes-recordings/
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