
     2016 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Michael J. Murphy, President 

Paul D. Kenner, Vice President 
Jeffrey L. McClure, Secretary 

PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 

of Whatcom County 

Agenda for the  

Regular Meeting of April 12, 2016 

8:00 a.m. at the PUD Office 

 

 

1. Public Comment 
 

2. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held March 22, 2016 
 

3. Approval of Claims for April 12, 2016 
 

4. Approval of Resolution No. 707 – Bureau of Reclamation Grant Application 
 

5. Approval of Work Order No. 7 with Electric Power Systems, Inc. for Engineering Services 
associated with the District’s Communications Backbone Build-Out and Upgrade (CIP IS-15) 
 

6. Approval of Resolution No. 706 – Declaring Surplus of District Equipment   
 

7. Approval of Water Quality Testing Location and Access Agreement – Lummi Nation 
 

8. Manager’s Report  
 

9. Adjourn        
 

Next Commission Meetings  

April 26 and May 10, 2016 – Regular Meetings 

All meetings begin at 8:00 a.m. at PUD Administration Office -  

1705 Trigg Road, Ferndale, WA unless other location announced.  

PUD #1 of Whatcom County  (360) 384-4288  
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 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COMMISSION  

 

March 22, 2016 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of Public Utility District No. 1 of Whatcom County 

was called to order at 8:00 a.m. by Commissioner Mike Murphy.  Said meeting was open to the public and 

notice thereof had been given as required by law.  Those present included Commissioner Jeff McClure, 

Commissioner Paul Kenner and Legal Counsel Jon Sitkin.  Staff:  Steve Jilk, General Manager; Ann 

Grimm, Administrative Assistant; Brian Walters, Director of Utility Operations; Rebecca Schlotterback, 

Manager of Contracts and Regulatory Compliance; Duane Holden, Manager of Construction and Facilities; 

Alec Strand, Project Manager; Lew Gaskill, Accountant I; and Mike Macomber, IT/SCADA Technician. 

 

Public attending:   Carol Perry and Max Perry, Citizens; 

 Dave Olson, Citizen; 

 Rick Maricle, Phillips66 

  

 Public Comment 
Carol Perry said it is hard for citizens to find out what’s happening in the local water world, including 

members of the County Council.  She referenced a recent surface water meeting where County Natural 

Resources Program Manager Gary Stoyka presented an update on the County’s Coordinated Water 

System Plan and mentioned the “Water Supply Coalition”.  County Council Member Ken Mann among 

others had not heard about the group and wanted to know more.  According to Perry, Stoyka explained 

that the group started in 2009 but fizzled out and mentioned that the PUD was one of the members of this 

[new] Water Supply Coalition group.  Perry said it is difficult to understand the water issues and wanted 

to know if the tribes and General Manager Jilk are involved in this new group.  

 

Jilk replied that there are several stakeholders in the Water Supply Coalition that have been holding staff 

level discussions which include several cities (Bellingham, Blaine, Ferndale and Lynden) Birch Bay 

Water and Sewer District (representing the water districts and water associations), and the Ag sector.  The 

Water Supply Coalition is a continuation of the  2009 “Out of Stream Users Group” which was formed to 

develop a water supply plan for the county. That water supply plan was to be integrated into the 2016 

County Comprehensive Plan.  Details and more information are coming forth in April.   

 

 Approval of the Meeting Minutes and Claims  
The Commissioners were presented with the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held March 8, 2016, and the 

following Claims of March 22, 2016: 

 

VENDOR NAME  AMOUNT  

BONNEVILLE POWER ADMINISTRATION                          736,548.00  

CENTRAL WELDING SUPPLY                                         174.93  

COMCAST                                                        115.97  

EDGE ANALYTICAL LABORATORIES                                     20.00  

ELECTRIC POWER SYSTEMS - EPS             942.77  

FERGUSON ENTERPRISES, INC                                        77.52  

FERNDALE ACE HARDWARE                                            18.45  

FERNDALE LUBE                                                    91.14  

HACKER, RONALD G                                                 94.95  

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE                                   13,825.84  

IVERSON EARTHWORKS          8,392.41  

PACIFIC SURVEY & ENGINEERING                                9,305.75  

PAYROLL                                                  153,829.54  

AGENDA ITEM #2 

April 12, 2016 
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PAYLOCITY             123.30  

PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL FINANCIAL SERVICES LLC             144.00  

PLATT ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO                                       487.84  

PUD #1 OF WHATCOM COUNTY                                         13.64  

PUGET SOUND ENERGY, INC                                        666.83  

RH2 ENGINEERING, INC          3,203.30  

RICOH USA FINANCIAL SVC             152.18  

SMITH MECHANICAL               54.08  

THATCHER COMPANY OF MONTANA         24,672.73  

UTILITIES UNDERGROUND LOCATION                                   12.90  

WA FEDERAL VISA CARD MEMBER SERVICES          2,284.97  

WA ST DEPT OF REVENUE                                      72,330.82  

WESTERN CONFERENCE OF TEAMSTERS                             5,670.50  

WESTERN ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC          8,360.25  

WONDERWARE PACWEST          1,242.27  

YEAGER'S SPORTING GOODS                                          97.82  

GRAND TOTAL  $1,042,954.70  

 

ACTION:  Commissioner Kenner motioned to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held March 

8, 2016, and the Claims of March 22, 2016.  Commissioner McClure second the motion.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

 Approval for RH2 Engineering, Inc. Work Order No. 3 – Industrial Water Supply System Plan 
Background:  Services to be provided under this work order will be pursuant to the Standard Agreement 

for Engineering Services, which was executed with RH2 on May 18, 2015.  Whatcom PUD’s Water 

Supply Comprehensive Plan (WSCP), which addresses improvements to the industrial water supply 

system, was last updated in 2010 by Murray, Smith and Associates (MSA).  Since then, the operating 

conditions of Whatcom PUD’s system have changed due to several factors, including a reduction in 

contract demands, upgrades at Water Treatment Plant No. 2, as well as other system improvements.  An 

update to the 2010 WSCP is necessary to address these changes and to develop a current Capital 

Improvement Program (CIP) that prioritizes future projects and increases and assures the reliability of the 

industrial water supply system.   

 

Because the 2010 WSCP has been often confused with the District’s Water Supply Comprehensive Plan 

(WSCP) similar name but addresses the PUD’s potable water system, the updated WSCP will be renamed 

the Industrial Water Supply Capital Improvements Plan.  

 

RH2’s overall scope of services for updating the current Water Supply Comprehensive Plan through 

development of the new plan has two phases: 

 

Phase 1:  Work tasks have been completed under Work Order No. 1, which was previously approved by 

the Commission.  The tasks under Work Order No.1 included an initial pre-planning meeting with 

Whatcom PUD staff, field visits, and collection of information pertinent to the update of the WSCP.   

 

Phase 2:  Work tasks will be authorized and completed under this Work Order No. 3.  The scope of 

services includes major tasks necessary to complete the new plan (IWSCIP) and to identify potential 

improvements meant to increase the capacity and reliability of the industrial water supply system.   

 

Walters said that Work Order No. 3 will be quite intensive with over 1,100 hours of engineering time to 

be completed over the course of the year.  Staff will use the updated information to complement the 

budget process in the next few years.  Jilk added that the updated report will help define specific Capital 

Improvement Projects over the next two to five years and identify the next phase to develop into the 2017 

budget.   In the 2010 plan, MSA identified a number of infrastructure replacement items.  The list was 
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prioritized and resulted in the redesign and improvements made at Water Treatment Plant 2.  The 2010 

plan called out some improvements for Water Treatment Plant 1 but these were put on hold until the Plant 

2 upgrade was completed.            

   

Commissioner McClure asked if the new plan is a total rewrite.  Jilk replied it is not, but focusing on 

Plant 1’s system condition assessment should be much different other than minor upgrades – the original 

plan called for replacement of both water treatment plants and the need for water storage at Cherry Point.  

This update will have greater attention on Plant 1 and its water rights capacity, including the water storage 

issue, seismic upgrades, possible dike replacement and flood control measures and will consider 

additional factors such as climate change and stream flow.  

 

Rick Maricle commented that he did not see anything in Work Order No. 3 that asks for input from the 

District’s customers, such as their future plans for water use or water conservation.  Jilk replied that the 

customers will be part of the discussion. 

 

Approval of Work Order No. 3 with RH2 has no financial impact on Whatcom PUD, as the project and 

expenditures are included in the PUD’s 2016 Annual Budget. 

 

ACTION:  Commissioner McClure motioned to approve Work Order No. 3 with RH2 Engineering Inc. 

(RH2) for engineering and consulting services associated with development of the Industrial Water 

Supply System Capital Improvements Plan for a budget not to exceed amount of $189,900 and authorize 

the General Manager to execute the work order.  Commissioner Kenner second the motion.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

 Update on Status of Trigg Road Entrance Project (CIP IS-3) 

Duane Holden, Manager of Construction and Facilities presented an update to the Commission on the 

District’s Trigg Road Entrance redesign.  District staff has been working with Pacific Surveying and 

Engineering on surveying, engineering, and design services associated with upgrading the current dead 

ending of Trigg Road at the entrance to the PUD’s property.  A modified turnaround is planned that could 

facilitate vehicle turn-around at the end of Trigg Road, such as school buses, and movement of larger 

vehicles like delivery trucks into and out of the PUD’s driveway and to provide a higher level of security 

for the entrance to the District’s property. 

 

The all-asphalt driveway will include new signage and a lighted, electric gate with security cameras, and a 

second (non-electric) access gate will be added to the west to allow for additional entry for public safety 

purposes if the main driveway is blocked or to allow for construction or other work vehicles as necessary.   

Fencing will match the vinyl coated chain link already installed along the west perimeter.  As of current 

plans, only one fire hydrant will need to be moved.  Holden estimates that the District will go out to bid 

before the end of April for this project.  There is no financial impact on District, as the project and 

expenditures estimated at $130,000 - $140,000 are included in the PUD’s 2016 Annual Budget. 

 

ACTION:  No action requested of or taken by the Commission.  Information only. 

 

 Washington Public Utility Districts Association – Committee Appointments 
Background – As a member of the Washington Public Utility Districts Association (WPUDA) each 

member PUD has the option to designate a representative from the PUD to various committees of the 

WPUDA and act as a “voting delegate” on that/those committees.  Designated representatives of the 

member have to be an elected or employee of the member district. 
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The WPUDA Committees and PUD #1 Designees for the committees are listed below: 

 

WPUDA Committee Primary Alternate 

WPUDA Board of Directors Mike Murphy Jeff McClure 

Managers Committee Stephan Jilk Brian Walters 

Government Relations Mike Murphy Stephan Jilk 

Communications None (none recommended at this time) 

Energy Brian Walters Mike Murphy 

Water Stephan Jilk Mike Murphy 

 

ACTION:  Commissioner McClure motioned to approve PUD #1 delegates to Washington Public Utility 

Districts Association committees.  Commissioner Kenner second the motion.  Motion passed 

unanimously.                   

 

 Manager’s Report  

Proposed Water Main Extension to Supply Grandview Fire System   

In follow up to Commissioner Murphy’s request at the February 23 meeting, the District met with Pacific 

Surveying and Engineering to review the Vista Road alternate route for the proposed water main 

extension to Grandview.  As it turns out, the Vista Road route is only about $17,000 more expensive than 

the proposed Aldergrove/Malloy/Brown Road route.  It may be simpler with no wetlands, easement issues 

or railroad crossings to deal with.  City of Ferndale officials reviewed the information and did not have 

any major concerns.  The Vista Drive route may be better for the City in the long run for future growth 

and tie-ins to the line.   

 

Staff has been gathering information on how to finance the project, connection charges, and whether 

current property owners would or should share costs which could be in the $700,000 to $800,000 range.  

The District will also apply for the County’s Economic Development Investment Fund (EDI) to help 

finance the project. Grant terms are typically one-third grant/two-thirds loan; however, this project will 

need at least 50% grant funding. 

 

 Adjourn 
There being no further business for the regular meeting, the Commission adjourned the regular meeting at 

8:50 a.m. 

 

 

 

     

President/Commissioner 

 

 

 

            

Secretary/Commissioner    Commissioner 
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PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO.1 
of Whatcom County 

1705 Trigg Road  Ferndale, WA 98248 

P: (360) 384-4288  F: (360) 384-4849 

Memo 
To: Commissioners Kenner, Murphy, and McClure 

From: Stephan Jilk, General Manager 

Date: April 12, 2016 

Re: Resolution No. 707 – Supporting Federal Financial Assistance for the U.S. Department of Interior’s 

Bureau of Reclamation Funding Opportunity Announcement (No. R-16-FOA-DO -005) Drought 

Contingency Planning Grant for Fiscal Year 2016 

              

 

Requested Action – Approve Resolution No. 707, supporting Federal Financial Assistance for the U.S. 

Department of Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation Funding Opportunity Announcement No. R-16-FOA-DO -

005) Drought Contingency Planning Grant for Fiscal Year 2016. 

 

Background – The Bureau of Reclamation’s (Reclamation) Drought Response Program, provides assistance 

to states, local governments, and tribes to prepare for and address drought in advance of a crisis.  The Drought 

Response Program supports a proactive approach to drought by providing financial assistance to water 

managers to: 

1. Develop and update comprehensive drought plans (Drought Contingency Planning);  

2. Implement projects that will build long-term resiliency to drought (Drought Resiliency Projects); and, 

3. Implement emergency response actions. 

 

The objective of the Reclamation Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is to invite state and local 

governments, public utility districts, irrigation districts, water districts, Indian tribes and other organizations 

with water or power delivery authority to leverage their money and resources by cost-sharing Drought 

Contingency Planning with Reclamation to build resilience to drought in advance of a crisis.  Applicants 

under the FOA may request funding to develop a new drought plan or to update an existing drought plan.  

Applicants may also request technical assistance from Reclamation for the development of elements of the 

Drought Contingency Plan (Project).  Applicants must provide a 50 percent non-Federal cost-share for the 

proposed Project. 

 

The District is seeking U. S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) funding to assist in developing a drought 

contingency plan for Whatcom County.  The District is submitting this application on behalf of water resource 

stakeholders, such as farmers, cities, Whatcom County government, water districts and others who wish to build 

resiliency to drought and climate change in Whatcom County.  To date, the District has received letters of 

support from the Ag Water Board, Birch Bay Water and Sewer District, the City of Lynden, Washington State 

University Center for Sustaining Agriculture and Natural Resources, and the Whatcom County Executive’s 

Office. 

AGENDA ITEM #  
April 12, 2016  
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The goal of the plan is to convene a Drought Planning Task Force which will evaluate the following drought 

mitigation elements: 

1. Drought Monitoring 

2. Vulnerability Assessment 

3. Mitigation Actions 

4. Response Actions 

5. Operational and Administrative Framework 

6. Plan Update Process 

 

The mitigation actions work will include the establishment of a water rights exchange program to facilitate the 

shifting of water within Whatcom County to assist irrigators and other water users with interruptible water rights 

to secure a supply of water during future droughts.  It is currently estimated that the development of the drought 

contingency plan for Whatcom County will require 18-24 months after the receipt of the USBR grant funding 

 

Fiscal Impact – There is no fiscal impact to District.  Grant funding sources will be Federal funding up to 

$100,000 with local match of $100,000 by partners in the project to be determined prior to acceptance of 

Federal funds. 

 

Recommended Action – Approve Resolution No. 707, supporting Federal Financial Assistance for the U.S. 

Department of Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation Funding Opportunity Announcement (No. R-16-FOA-DO-

005) Drought Contingency Planning Grant for Fiscal Year 2016. 



 
RESOLUTION NO. 707 

 

RESOLUTION BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

OF PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO.1 OF WHATCOM COUNTY (DISTRICT) 

SUPPORTING FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE U.S DEPARTMENT 

OF INTERIOR’S BUREAU OF RECLAMATION FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 

ANNOUNCEMENT (FOA) NO. R-16-F0A-D0-005  

DROUGHT CONTINGENCY PLANNING GRANT  

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

 
WHEREAS, the District’s Board of Commissioners (Board) adopted the District’s Strategic Plan 

2015-2020 on December 8, 2015;  

 

WHEREAS, Goal 1 of the Strategic Plan: Steward of Water Resource “supports water resource 

management to sustain water supply, increase water use efficiency, improve water conservation and 

enhance source protection”; 

 

WHEREAS, the District has the opportunity to join with other Whatcom County stakeholders to 

apply for the U.S. Department of Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) Funding Opportunity 

Announcement No. R-16-FOA-DO-005 (“FOA”) to develop a Drought Contingency Plan (“Grant”)   

 

WHEREAS, the Commission has reviewed the Funding Opportunity Announcement application 

and supports the Funding Opportunity Announcement application as submitted.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 of 

Whatcom County as follows: 

 

1) The District will be the applicant for the FOA;  

 

2)  The District  commits to the financial and legal obligations with receipt of Federal financial 

assistance, subject to the terms of this Resolution and the limits of the Grant; 

 

3) The District is capable of providing the required financial and legal obligations with receipt of 

Federal financial assistance limited to the amount of funding and/or in-kind contribution specified 

in funding plan, in all cases (including legal and financial obligations) limited to an amount not to 

exceed $100,000.00, and subject to future Commission authorization for such funding from the 

District;  

 

4) The District is committed to work with Reclamation to meet established deadlines for entering 

into a cooperative financial assistance agreement in relation to the FOA; and, 

 

5) General Manager Stephan Jilk is authorized to enter into the Grant agreement. 

 

ADOPTED by the Commission of Public Utility District No.1 of Whatcom County at its regular 

meeting held on the 12
th
 day of April 2016. 

 

      PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1  

      Of WHATCOM COUNTY 

 

President/Commissioner    

     Secretary/Commissioner    

     Commissioner        
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PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 

of Whatcom County 
 1705 Trigg Road  Ferndale, WA 98248 

P:  (360) 384-4288   F:  (360) 384-4849 

 

Memo 
To: Commissioners Kenner, McClure and Murphy 

From: Brian Walters – Director of Utility Operations 

Date April 12, 2016 

Re: Approve Work Order No. 7 with Electric Power Systems Inc. for Engineering Services associated 

with the District’s Communications Backbone Build-Out & Upgrade (CIP Project IS-15)  

Requested Action:   Approve Work Order No. 7 with Electric Power Systems Inc. (EPS) for engineering 

services associated with the District’s Communications Backbone Build-Out & Upgrade (CIP Project IS-15) 

for a budget amount not to exceed $76,000 and authorize the PUD’s General Manager to execute the Work 

Order.   

Background:  Services to be provided under this work order will be pursuant to the Standard Agreement for 

Engineering Services executed with EPS March 30, 2015. 

 

The District desires to improve its backbone communications system that supports its electric and water utility 

operations.  The current project for which these engineering services are proposed involves the deployment of 

fiber optic communications cable (cable).  The cable will be routed in such a manner as to interconnect 

Whatcom PUD’s Water Treatment Plants 1 & 2 (WTP1 & 2). The total length of the route between WTP 1 & 

2 is approximately six miles.  In addition, there will be fiber runs off of the main route, which will extend to 

the Grandview water system and to the District’s communications tower off of Thornton Road.  The majority 

of the fiber optic cable will be attached aerially to Puget Sound Energy (PSE) distribution power poles, while 

shorter lengths will be placed in conduit underground. 

 

EPS will provide a variety of engineering services to support the project, including the following major work 

tasks: 

 

1. Data Collection, Field Work 

Assist District staff in collecting data necessary for completing the PSE pole attachment application 

documents, and to assist in responses to any follow-on PSE questions regarding the submittals.  Also, 

EPS staff will gather route data necessary in preparation for the facilities design phase. 

 

AGENDA ITEM # 5 
April 12, 2016 
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2. Facilities Design 

Upon PSE approval of the District’s pole attachment application and the aerial portions of the fiber 

optic cable route, EPS will prepare design drawings and specifications for the project facilities.  

PSE’s pole attachment specifications, as well as District staff’s requirements regarding elements of 

the design will be incorporated.  EPS will prepare construction drawings in anticipation of the bid 

process. 

 

3. Permitting 

EPS will assist District staff in securing the required permits for the project from the various 

permitting entities including: BNSF, WSDOT, Whatcom County, and City of Ferndale. 

 

4. Bid Process, Construction 

EPS will prepare bid documents and assist in the bidding process.  As the Engineer of Record, EPS 

will provide the Engineer’s Estimate for the project.  During construction, EPS will provide 

construction management services, including responses to contractor submittals and RFIs.  At project 

completion, EPS will provide final as-builts. 

 

The executable Work Order No.7 document has been included for Commission review. 

 

Fiscal Impact:  Approval of Work Order No. 7 with EPS  has no financial impact on the District, as the 

project and expenditures are included in Whatcom PUD’s approved 2016 CIP Budget (IS-15), which is 

included in the overall 2016 Annual Budget . 

 

Recommended Action:  Approve Work Order No. 7 with Electric Power Systems Inc. (EPS) for engineering 

services associated with the District’s CIP Project IS-15 (Communications Backbone Build-Out & Upgrade) 

for a budget amount not to exceed $76,000 and authorize the PUD’s General Manager to execute the Work 

Order.   
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EXHIBIT A 

 

WORK ORDER NO. 7 

 

Services for: 

 

PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF WHATCOM COUNTY 

 

Backbone Communications System Improvement Project 

Fiber Optic Cable Deployment (CIP IS-15) 
 

Performed by: 

ELECTRIC POWER SYSTEMS (EPS)  
 
This Work Order No. 7 is issued pursuant to the Standard Agreement for Professional 

Engineering Services (“Agreement”) dated March 30, 2015, between Public Utility District No.1 

of Whatcom County (“Whatcom PUD”) and Electric Power Systems (“EPS”) and which is 

hereby incorporated into the Agreement by this reference. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

Public Utility District No. 1 (Whatcom PUD) desires to improve its backbone communications 

system.  The current project for which these engineering services are proposed involves the 

deployment of fiber optic communications cable (cable).  The cable will be routed to 

interconnect Whatcom PUD’s Water Treatment Plants 1 and 2 (WTP1 and 2). The total length of 

the route between WTP 1 and 2 is approximately 6.2 miles.  

 

In addition, there will be two shorter cable runs off of the main cable route between WTP1and 2. 

One will be a 0.4-mile run to the PUD’s radio signal repeater station off of Thornton Road in 

Ferndale.  The second will be a 2.0 mile cable run to the PUD’s potable water plant, which is 

part of its Grandview water system.  It is anticipated that the cable for the main route will be 48 

strand.  The cable for the shorter runs will either be 96 strand or two separate cables of 48 stands 

each. A decision will be made during the design stage.     

 

The first 1.2 miles of the main cable route from the maintenance building at WTP 2 is anticipated 

to be underground, including directional bores underneath Portal Way, Interstate 5, and BNSF 

rail lines. Whatcom PUD will install the conduit for the cable from WTP 2’s maintenance 

building to the PUD’s property line on Trigg Road. The section between the radio signal repeater 

station and Thornton Road (approximately 800 feet) is also expected to be installed underground 

by the contractor.    

 

For the Grandview tap cable, it will be a combination of aerial (38 PSE distribution poles, 1.64 

miles) and underground (.40 miles). The remaining sections are anticipated to be installed 

overhead on existing Puget Sound Energy (PSE) distribution poles (approximately 121) and 

Whatcom PUD’s transmission poles (approximately nine).   
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Whatcom PUD has requested EPS to assist with engineering, permitting and construction 

support for this project. Following is our proposed scope of services. 

 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

 

The following services are to be provided by EPS under this Work Order No. 7. 

 

Task 1 – Project Management, Coordination, Data Collection, and Field Work 

 

 Provide project management support services to and coordinate with Whatcom PUD staff 

in developing project objectives, requirements, designs and bid-ready construction 

documents. This includes incorporating any project specific items provided by PUD staff, 

such as fiber optic cable specifications, pole attachment data, splice and termination 

locations and details, etc.  

 

 Thoroughly review data Whatcom PUD staff provides and request any clarifications or 

identify additional data that may be required.   

 

 Conduct field work for existing conditions assessment and data collection and coordinate 

with Whatcom PUD, City of Ferndale and Whatcom County road departments, and other 

underground utilities to establish the preferred locations of underground conduits and 

hand-holes.  

 

Task 2 – Design  

 

 Determine, in coordination with Whatcom PUD staff, the communication and technical 

parameters for the underground and overhead cables. Provide technical data and support 

for PUD’s application to PSE to install segments of the fiber optic cable, as under-build 

on PSE structures.  

 

 If Whatcom PUD decides to proceed with the fiber optic cable deployment and agrees to 

reimburse PSE for the make-ready work, EPS will work with Whatcom PUD to complete 

the design and technical specifications for the project. 

 

 Establish, in consultation with PUD staff, the final underground alignment and design the 

underground and overhead cable installations.  

 

 Design conduits, trench and bore details, hand-hole locations and details, backfill 

requirements, and ground and pavement restoration for the underground sections.  

 

 Develop clearance requirements, materials for pole attachments, loop racks and splice 

boxes, risers, sag/tension requirements, and guy/anchoring requirements for the overhead 

sections.  

 

 Provide drawings detailing the alignment, trench and bore details, pole attachment 

locations, materials, stringing sags and tensions, and other construction requirements. 

Drawings will be stamped by the Washington-licensed engineer of record.  
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 Develop complete bid-ready specifications including bidding and contract requirements, 

general requirements, technical requirements, bid schedules, etc.  

 

 Provide an engineer’s estimate of construction cost, including materials and labor.  

 

Task 3 – Permitting 

 

 Work, in coordination with Whatcom PUD, with WSDOT, City of Ferndale, Whatcom 

County, and BNSF Railway Company to develop permit applications needed to 

construct, operate and maintain the underground cable underneath Interstate 5, City of 

Ferndale and County roads, and the BNSF railroad.  

 

Task 4 – Support during Bidding and Construction 

 

 Provide engineering and technical support to Whatcom PUD during bidding and 

construction of the project. Provide assistance and support to PUD during bidding 

including responding to technical questions and issues, and evaluating the bids and 

making recommendations for award. 

 Prepare “Issued For Construction” drawings and specifications, review shop drawing and 

other contractor submittals, respond to material and construction issues, respond to 

Requests for Information, and provide change orders as needed.   

Provide, upon completion of construction “Conformed to Construction Record” drawings 

from records and as-built information provided by the contractor and others. Drawings 

will be stamped by the Washington-licensed engineer of record. 

 Provide a disk or external hard drive containing electronic copies of all design and 

construction related materials, including Auto CADD files of all the project’s drawings, 

and Word and Excel files of project documents and records. 

 

Clarifications to EPS Scope of Services 
 

1. Whatcom PUD and other entities will provide field data, including underground locates, pole 

locations and attachment data, photographs, GPS coordinates, etc.   

2. Compliance to the NESC and PSE standards for attaching the overhead fiber optic cable to 

poles will be performed by other entities, not EPS (PSE, PUD, PUD consultants). Not 

included in the EPS scope of services are evaluating pole strength, clearances, or joint use 

requirements. EPS will provide NESC clearance requirements in the construction documents 

for use during installation of the overhead cable. 

3. EPS permit applications work includes completing the applications with all pertinent 

technical data. Administrative information, submission of the application, and application 

fees are not included.  

4. EPS work order budget includes two site visits and a total of 40 field hours to work with 

Whatcom PUD and others to establish the preferred alignments and hand-hole locations.  

 

 

 

 



Exhibit A –Work Order No. 7 Electric Power Systems Whatcom PUD 

Engineering Services Agreement  Page 4 

 

EPS DELIVERABLES 

 

Whatcom PUD will receive from EPS the following work products (deliverables): 

1. Technical data, as may be necessary for the PUD’s application to PSE for attaching to the 

utility’s distribution structures. 

2. Approximately 60% complete drawings and specifications 

3. Permit applications to: 

a. WSDOT for crossing underneath Interstate 5 

b. BNSF Railway Company for crossing underneath their railroad 

c. City of Ferndale for underground construction in their ROW 

d. Whatcom County, if cable route requires 

4. Approximately 95% complete drawings and specifications 

5. Engineer’s Estimate for the construction contract 

6. “Issued for Bid” drawings and specifications 

7. Technical responses during bidding 

8. Letter summarizing bid evaluation and recommendation  

9. “Issued for Construction” drawings and specifications 

10. Technical responses during construction including submittal reviews, RFI’s, and change 

orders as needed  

11. “Conformed to Construction Records” drawings 

12. Auto CADD, Word, and Excel files for project drawings and documents 

  
All work by EPS will be performed under the direct supervision of a Washington State registered 

engineer experienced in overhead and underground line design.   

 

COST FOR SERVICES 

 

The total cost not to exceed for the Scope of Services by EPS described above is SEVENTY-

SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS ($76,000).  The amount listed includes labor, materials, expenses 

and applicable taxes.  EPS shall not exceed this total cost, without prior approval of Whatcom 

PUD’s Project Manager. Whatcom PUD will be invoiced by EPS for actual hours worked and 

expenses incurred in accordance with the attached fee schedule.  

 

SCHEDULE 

 

The services provided under this Work Order No. 7 will be initiated only with approval by 

Whatcom PUD’s Project Manager to proceed.  Such approval may be in the form of an email, 

fax, or letter.  

 

The PUD’s Project Manager will coordinate with EPS in developing a timeline for completion of 

the major tasks outlined in this work order.  It is understood by both parties that the PSE pole 

attachment application and approval process and project permitting will significantly impact 

completion of the work. 

 

However, EPS has committed to providing 60% design review drawings and specifications 

within six weeks after Whatcom PUD’s go/no go decision to reimburse PSE for “make-ready” 

work and proceed with the design phase of the project. 
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SIGNATURE PAGE 

 

 

This Work Order No. 7 is effective as of the date signed by Whatcom PUD’s General Manager. 

 

 

 

PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1  ELECTRICAL POWER SYSTEMS 

OF WHATCOM COUNTY     

 

By: _________________________   By: _______________________ 

Name:  Stephan Jilk     Name:  

Title:  General Manager    Title:   

 

Date:       Date:      

 

 



 

 

PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 

of Whatcom County 
 1705 Trigg Road  Ferndale, WA 98248 

P:  (360) 384-4288   F:  (360) 384-4849 

 

Memo 
To: Commissioners Kenner, McClure and Murphy 

From: Stephan Jilk, General Manager 

Date: April 12, 2016 

Re: Approve Resolution No. 706 – Declaring Certain Property of District Surplus and Authorizing Staff 

to Auction/Recycle/Dispose of the Surplus Property 

 

Requested Action:  Approval of Resolution No. 706 – Declaring certain District property surplus that is 

inadequate, obsolete or no longer functional, and has little or no value to the operations of the District’s 

utilities and authorize District Staff to utilize the best method(s) (auction, recycle, disposal, etc.) to dispose of 

the District property. 

 

Background:  District staff has identified equipment and/or material that are of little or no use to the 

operations of the District.  This is equipment is obsolete, worn out or no longer working properly and includes 

the following: 

 2008 Ford F250 4x4 Pickup Truck (License 73349C) 

 2005 Crestliner Aluminum Boat (Reg. WN$57129) with Nissan Outboard Motor and 

2006 King Boat Trailer (License 73302C) 

 Canon Copier, Model IR3030 (Serial Number SUR000287)    

 

The replacement pickup truck for the Electric Department was approved in October 2015 and a new, 

replacement copier was purchased for the Maintenance Building in January 2016, under the District’s Capital 

Budget Internal Services Office Equipment Replacements (IS-14).   

 

Fiscal Impact:  The District will seek to recoup any expenses from the disposal/recycle of these items.   

 

Recommended Action:  Approval of Resolution No. 706 – Declaring certain District property surplus that is 

inadequate, obsolete, no longer functional, has little or no value to the operations of the District’s utilities and 

authorizing District Staff to utilize the best method(s) (auction, recycle, disposal, etc.) to dispose of the  

District property. 
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April 12, 2016 



 

RESOLUTION NO. 706 
 

RESOLUTION BY PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF WHATCOM COUNTY 

(“DISTRICT”) DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY TO BE NO LONGER 

FUNCTIONAL AND OF LITTLE OR NO VALUE FOR THE OPERATIONS OF THE 

DISTRICT SYSTEM, AND AUTHORIZING THE DISPOSAL THEREOF IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH R.C.W. 54.16.180 

 

 WHEREAS, the DISTRICT currently owns the property described in Exhibit “A”: 

  

 WHEREAS, said property has been determined by the Commissioners to be of little 

value or no value, inadequate, obsolete and no longer functional for use in the DISTRICT’S 

operations, and 

 

 WHEREAS the DISTRICT’S best interests will be served by the disposal of said 

property as authorized by R.C.W. 54.16.180; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IS RESOLVED by the Commissioners of Public Utility 

District No. 1 of Whatcom County declare that said property as set forth above shall be disposed 

of as soon hereafter as conveniently possible with the highest possible return to the District. 

 

 ADOPTED by the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 of Whatcom County at its 

regular meeting on the 12th day of April, 2016. 

 

 

     Public Utility District No. 1 of Whatcom County 

 

     _______________________________________ 

     President 

     _______________________________________ 

     Secretary 

____________________________ 

Commissioner   

 

 

EXHIBIT “A” 
 

PROPERTY FOR SURPLUS/DISPOSAL 

 

Quantity MFG DESCRIPTION -  DEVICES 

1 

 

Crestliner 

 

2005 CR1236 Boat (Reg. WN$57129) with Nissan KB710 Outboard 

Motor and Boat Trailer (License 73302C) 

1 Ford 2008 F250 Super Cap 4x4 Pickup Truck (License 73349C) 

1 Canon Copier Model IR3030 Serial No. SUR00287 



PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO.1 
of Whatcom County 

1705 Trigg Road  Ferndale, WA 98248 

P: (360) 384-4288  F: (360) 384-4849 

 

Memo 
To: Commissioners Kenner, McClure and Murphy 

From: General Manager 

Date: April 12, 2016 

Re: Approve Water Quality Testing Location and Access Agreement – Lummi Nation 

Requested Action – Approve Water Quality Testing Location and Access Agreement with Lummi Nation. 

Background – The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has offered a new type of water quality testing 

unit to the Lummi Nation at no cost. This unit can provide real time test results on water quality.  In discussions 

with Lummi staff regarding the monitoring program for water quality in the Nooksack basin being done by the 

Lummi, the Nooksack Tribe, Whatcom County, Department of Ecology, Department of Agriculture and RE 

Sources, and the PUD as part of an overall monitoring program, PUD staff suggested that this unit may be 

placed at the PUD’s Plant 1. This site would be a good location to fit into the overall monitoring program for 

the basin and would alleviate the need for the PUD to conduct testing at Plant 2 for certain biological 

contaminants. 

The unit will be able to test for several different contaminants and the results will be available to the public. 

The unit requires power and connection to a fresh water source. The installation needs for power and water are 

already made at Plant 1 so the unit can be installed at any time. 

The unit will be operated by Lummi and maintained by Lummi and access to the unit for test readings will be 

by Lummi, PUD employees and possibly Whatcom County staff. 

Because this unit is being made available to the Lummi by the EPA and will be operated and maintained by the 

Lummi the PUD needs an agreement between the Lummi and the PUD defining access, liability, etc. 

PUD Legal Counsel has drafted the agreement which will need Commission approval and Lummi Council 

approval.  This is a request for Commission approval of the agreement. It will then be sent on to the Lummi for 

their Council approval and then installation can take place. In order to take advantage of the spring and summer 

season in river testing we would like to move this ahead. 

Fiscal Impact – No Fiscal Impact.  The minor costs of the power and water connections will be reimbursed by 

Lummi and Lummi is responsible for ongoing maintenance and operations of the unit. 

Recommended Action – Approve Water Quality Testing Location and Access Agreement with Lummi 

Nation and authorize the General Manager to sign. 

 

AGENDA ITEM # 7 
April 12, 2016 
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